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Excerpt from The Old Game: A Retrospect
After Three and a Half Years on the
Water-WagonIn a few minutes it will be
three years and a half since I have taken a
drink. In six years, six months, and a few
minutes it will be ten years. Then I shall
begin to feel I have some standing among
the chaps who have quit. Three years and a
half seems quite a period of abstinence to
me, but I am constantly running across men
who have been on the wagon for five and
ten and twelve and twenty years; and I
know, when it comes to merely not taking
any, I am a piker as yet. However, I have
well-grounded hopes. The fact is, a drink
could not be put into me except with the
aid of an anesthetic and a funnel; but, for
all that, I am no bigot.I look at this
non-drinking determination of mine as a
purely individual proposition.About the
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